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PRESS RELEASE 

5 May 2011

Community groups to receive warm welcome at 
Treviscoe Community Hall
Clubs and groups using Treviscoe Community Hall will be able to enjoy warmer and more comfortable facilities following the installation of underfloor and solid wall insulation as part of the Clay Country’s Sustainable Energy Communities Project.

Work has just been completed as part of a £30,500 project funded by the Clay Country Local Action Group to enable the hall adapt to the rising cost of energy by reducing the amount of heat loss from the building by more than 50%. This grant from the Clay Country LAG was agreed prior to its suspension pending a national review by Defra during summer 2011. 
The pre-fabricated building started its life on another site where it was used by South West Water before being purchased by the community and moved to its current site in 1986, when members of the local community laid the foundations and erected their new building to replace a First World War army hut which previously stood on another site in the village. 
Treviscoe Community Centre received help to develop their energy efficiency project from the Clay Country’s Sustainable Energy Community Officer Amy Walker, from Community Energy Plus, who is working to help local groups develop a range of projects that will help local communities react to the challenge of rising energy prices and climate change and stimulate interest in community-owned renewable energy opportunities.  
Richard Puttick, Secretary of Treviscoe Community Centre, said: “Although the Community Centre is in regular use, keeping it at a comfortable temperature is often a problem, especially during the colder months.    The committee feared that groups may be discouraged from using our facilities in the future if it became necessary to pass the increasing costs of heating to hall users.  We’re expecting the insulation to make a big difference to our running costs while helping to secure the future of this important community resource.”
Amy Walker said:  “This project really demonstrates how adding insulation to a building can improve comfort levels for the building’s users and crucially reduce running costs. I’m working with several other community buildings in the area to investigate energy efficiency and renewable energy options but also hope to help groups of local residents to develop projects to save energy and reduce their carbon emissions.”
The Sustainable Energy Communities project in Clay Country is funded by the Clay Country Local Action Group which is part financed by the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) using funding  from the EU and Defra.

Amy Walker can be contacted on 07976 490 956 or by email amy@cep.org.uk
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Treviscoe Community Centre’s president Marshall Whitford, secretary Richard Puttick and Community Energy Plus’s Amy Walker oversee the work by Cornwall Wall Insulations to apply the pre-coloured insulating render to the community building.
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Clay Country Local Action Group

There is currently a temporary suspension of new Local Action Group project activities, pending a national review of Local Action groups and their future budget allocations by Defra, starting in April 2011. It is expected the review will take place over the summer, and a way forward established in September 2011.   Should the review be positive then the Clay Country Local Action would re-establish its programme of grant aid of £1.8 million available for the Clay Country area for the period from 2009 to 2013.   
The Clay Country Local Development Strategy and the Delivery Plan sets out objectives and investment ideas where the area can develop using the £1.8 million of investment.    Local Action covers the parishes of St Enoder, St Dennis, Roche, Luxulyan, Lanlivery, Lostwithiel, St Stephen-in-Brannel, St Mewan, Treverbyn, St Blaise and Tywardreath.

For more information on the Clay Country Local Action Group please contact Clare Leverton, Clay Country and West Cornwall Local Action Group Manager, Cornwall Development Company, 01209 611116 / 07528 983335 web:  www.localactioncornwall.info
Rural Development Programme for England

The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) runs from 2007 to 2013.  It is the 2nd pillar of the Common Agricultural Policy and aims to support the creation of genuinely sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors, whilst also bringing wider benefits for the economy, the environment and rural communities. It provides the major financial vehicle for protecting and enhancing the environment and securing a range of public benefits for society. Defra is the Managing Authority.

In this region, the South West RDA will deliver the Local Action part of RDPE.
Further more information on the RDPE and the schemes see www.sw-ruralgateway.info
Community Energy Plus

Community Energy Plus is Cornwall’s leading charity delivering local solutions to fuel poverty, energy efficiency and renewable energy.
Community Energy Plus delivers grants for home insulation and provides advice and support for community renewables projects and also hosts the Energy Saving Trust advice centre which provides free impartial advice to householders.  Call 0800 512012 for further information.
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